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Gospel:
Matthew: 25:14-30
Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man on his
way abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he
gave five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he
set out.”
The man who had received the five talents promptly went out and traded with them and
made five more. The man who he received two made two more in the same way. But the
man who had received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s
money,
“Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back and went through his
accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents came forward bringing
five more. “Sir” he said “you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more that I have
made.”
His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant, you have shown you can be
faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s
happiness.” Next the man with the two talents came forward, “Sir” he said “you entrusted
me with two talents, here are two more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well
done, good and faithful servant, you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will
trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.” Last came forward the
man who had one talent. “Sir,” he said “I had heard you were a hard man, reaping where
you have not sown and gathering where you had not scattered; so I was afraid, and I
went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.” But
his master answered him, “You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where I
have not sown and gathered where I have not scattered? Well then, you should have
deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have recovered my
capital with interest. So now, take the talent from him and give it to the man who has five
talents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough;
but from the man who has not, even when he has will be taken away. As for this good for
nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of
teeth.”’

Gospel Reflection : Don't Wait Till You're Full - It May Be too Late
In the United States, three months after the owner of a small cross-roads store was appointed postmaster,
not one piece of mail had left the village. Amazingly when concerned postal officials from Washington
investigated, the postmaster explained : "It's simple. The bag aint full yet!"
Our bag, our lives; don't have to be full for us to share some of what we have - our gifts, our talents,
ourselves - with others. If you think that your life isn't full, that doesn't matter.
So pass on what you have now. Share what God has generously given to you. Enrich the lives of others
with what you already have, and what you already are.
Details of Live-Streamed Mass.
Each Sunday during the current lock-down we are live-streaming a Sunday Mass at 10 am. This is by
Zoom from St. Teresa's. To attend this Sunday from your laptop/computer, first go to this Parish website :
www.st-teresas-church.co.uk
When the front page comes up, click on to the 'Newsletter' bar at the top. Then when you want to join the
Mass at 10.00 am this Sunday, please click on to this following code. (You may have to wait a short while
to be connected) :
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5584408550?pwd=U25NazJYSUg4dTRVTFEyNW9pMXZ6Zz09
(The following details are probably not needed only if asked for them)
Meeting ID: 558 440 8550
Passcode: 0XQ8ws

Notices
Next Sunday Is The Feast of Christ the King, which normally celebrates National Youth
Sunday, and includes a special collection for our own Youth Service, at the heart of which is
Castlerigg Manor in Keswick. Over the years tens of thousands of our young people have
experienced Castlerigg, and really appreciated it. Because of our current circumstances, Jack
Regan, the Director of our Diocesan Youth Services, with the support of the Bishop informs us
that this year the collection is going to be taken online. "The proceeds will go to support
Castlerigg and the Youth Service, which have suffered a great deal with Covid and the
Lockdown. If you can spare any money for this important cause, please go
to castleriggmanor.co.uk/nys or alternatively you can send donations to Castlerigg Manor,
Manor Brow, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4AR. Your donation will be much appreciated."

We Remember In Our Prayers Ken Reaves whose Funeral took place last week, and three
other people whose Funerals all take place at St. Teresa's : Stephen McCarthy on Monday, 23rd
November, Barry Stanley on Thursday, 26th November, and John O'Hagan on Tuesday, 1st,
December. Bill Delaney's Funeral has yet to be arranged. We remember them and their families,
and all those whose anniversaries are at this time. May they be in God's peace.

Daily Reflections for this week
Monday (Thomas Merton)
Charity makes me seek far more than the satisfaction of my own desires, even though they be aimed at
another’s good. It must also make me an instrument of God’s Providence in their lives. I must become
convinced and penetrated by the realisation that without my love for them they may perhaps not achieve
the things God has willed for them. My will must be the instrument of God’s will in helping them create
their destiny. My love must be to them the “sacrament” of the mysterious and infinitely selfless love God
has for them. My love for them must be the minister not of my own spirit but of the Holy Spirit. The words I
speak to them must be no other than the words of Christ who deigns to reveal Himself to them in me.

Scripture (Jonah 3:1-5)
The word of Yahweh was addressed to Jonah a second time. “Up!” he said “Go to Nineveh the great city,
and preach to it as I shall tell you.” Jonah set out and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of Yahweh.
Now Nineveh was a city great beyond compare; to cross it took three days. Jonah began by going a day’s
journey into the city and then proclaimed “Only forty days more and Nineveh will be overthrown.” And the
people of Nineveh believed in God.

Tuesday (Source unknown)
It was a chilly, overcast day when the horseman spied the little sparrow lying on its back in the middle of
the road. Reigning in his mount he looked down and inquired of the fragile creature “Why are you lying
upside down like that?” “I heard the heavens are going to fall today” replied the bird. The horseman
laughed. “And I suppose your spindly legs can hold up the heavens?” “One does what one can” said the
little sparrow

Scripture (Jeremiah 1:4-8)
The word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you came to
birth I consecrated you; I appointed you as prophet to the nations.” I then said, “Ah, Ah, ah, Lord; you see, I
do not know how to speak; I am only a child.” But the Lord replied, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child,’ for you
must go to all whom I send you and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of confronting them, for I
am with you to rescue you” the Lord declares.

Wednesday (Martin Luther King)
Detachment is the best word to describe some people. No one is permitted to enter into their lives and
they refuse to enter into the lives of others. Such persons give up the struggle of life, lose their zest for
living, and attempt to escape by lifting their minds to a transcendent realm of cold indifference. Too
unconcerned to love and too passionless to hate, too detached to be selfish and too lifeless to be
unselfish, too indifferent to experience joy and too cold to experience sorrow, they are neither dead nor
alive; they merely exist.

Scripture (Mt.25:14-15,24-27)
“It is like the man about to go abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. To
one he gave five talents, to another two, to a third one, each according to their ability. When he returned, the
man who had the single talent said “Sir, I had heard you were a hard man, reaping where you had not sown
and gathering where you had not scattered; so I was afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in the ground.
Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.” But his master answered him “you wicked and lazy servant!”

Thursday (St. Oscar Romero)
History will not fail; God sustains it. That is why I say that insofar as historical projects attempt to reflect
the eternal plan of God, to that extent they reflect the kingdom of God. The great task of Christians must
be to absorb the spirit of God’s kingdom and, with souls filled with the kingdom of God, to work on the
projects of history. It’s fine to be part of any group, as long as you are a Christian who carries the
reflection of the kingdom of God and tries to establish it where you are working. My dear Christians, I have
always told you that the true liberators of our people must come from the people of God.

Scripture (Matthew 25:20-24)
The man who had received five talents came forward bringing five more. “Sir,” he said, “you have entrusted
me with five talents; here are five more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and
faithful servant. You have shown you are trustworthy in small things; I will trust you with greater; come and
join in your master’s happiness. Next, the man with two talents came forward. “Sir,” he said,” You entrusted
me with two talents; here are two more that I have made.” He was praised in exactly the same way.

Friday (Dietrich Bonhoeffer)
The call of Jesus makes the disciple community the light of the world; their activity is visible. Note that he
said ‘You are the light of the world,’ not ‘You are to be the light of the world’; they are already the light
because Christ has called them. Nor does Jesus say: ‘You have the light.’ The light is not an instrument
which has been put into their hands, such as their preaching. It is the disciples themselves. The same
Jesus who, speaking of himself, said, ‘I am the light’, says to his followers; ‘You are the light in your whole
existence, provided you remain faithful to your calling. And since you are the light, you can no longer
remain hidden, even if you want to.’

Scripture (Mt. 5:14-16)
You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp to put it under
a tub; they put it on a lamp-stand where it shines for everyone in the house. In the same way, your light must
shine in people’s sight, so that, seeing your good works, they may give praise to your Father in heaven.

Martin Bennett

